
JULY MIXED WASTE SUBGROUP HIGHLIGHTS

The Mixed Waste (MW) Subgroup met on July 15, 1996.  The first topic on the agenda was an update
on the commercial contracts for MW treatment by Joe Waring.  These contracts were reviewed, the first
one being thermal treatment.  ATG has this contract to begin treatment within five years and work is
proceeding.  The second contract for stabilization has not been relet yet.  The initial award was
disapproved due to changes in waste volumes.  The new contract will be more flexible with minimum
treatment amounts to be specified.  More than one contractor may be involved and treatment could be
on- or off-site and is to start by September 1999.  The third contract is for macroencapsulation.  AST is
now producing a program plan that will examine various options including: ATG doing the work
without a RCRA permit; on-site leasing of a compactor; and the use of WRAP 1.  Costs of each option
are being examined now.  A letter will be sent to Ecology justifying the final choice.  It was agreed that
more publicizing of this project should be done (examples given were HAB presentation and Hanford
Research article).

Walt Josephson discussed the lab-on-a-cart proposal next.  This lab will be used to screen drums to be
sent off-site for treatment.  Post-1988 drums will be screened by the lab to ascertain if the constituents
on the paperwork match what is in the drum.  The lab will allow for quantitative as well as a qualitative
evaluation.  At the present time, if after a qualitative analysis a problem is detected, then a sample has to
be taken from the drum and sent to the lab for analysis.  Using the new lab-on-a-cart will result in cost
savings due to labor reduction and less secondary waste being disposed.  In addition, worker exposure
would be much reduced.  Shannon Saget stated that the MWFA will be issuing a call for proposals in
mid-August for quick-win proposals.  They have set aside $2.5 million for this and will accept
proposals until mid-September.  The cross-cutting CMST focus area is willing to review our proposal
to see where it fits in the EM-50 Focus Areas.  Vince Panesko will put the draft proposal together by
August 1, so that the subgroup can finalize it on August 8.

Mike Cooney reviewed results from the Hanford FFCA Site Treatment Plan database to determine the
type and amounts of waste that do not now have a treatment path.  The results show that the majority of
this waste is from D&D and TWRS in the future.  This data will be used to determine our needs in the
MW area for the next submittal to the MWFA.  

Moses Jaraysi distributed the results of the M-33 negotiations to the subgroup.  The result was the
establishment of three new milestones (M-90, M-91, and M-92) to deal with specific wastes.  The
negotiations were difficult because of uncertainties in future funding levels and technology availability. 
The milestone M-90 deals with Tank Waste; M-91 with Post-70 TRU Waste, LLMW, and GTC3
Waste; and M-92 with other miscellaneous waste streams (including Cs/Sr Capsules, Sodium,
unirradiated uranium, and 300 Area special case waste).  There are dates established, or to be
established, for when a project management plan (PMP) is to be completed for each waste type.  The
dates for these completions range from 1997 to 2000.  After the PMP is done for each waste type, the
date for facility start-up to treat and/or dispose of the waste was also determined.  This change to the
TPA is now going through a public comment period until September 13.  As part of the agreement the
elements of the PMPs are specified in the agreement.  Moses will send Joe Waring the matrix of waste
types, volumes, and scheduled dates from this agreement for all subgroup members.

Pete Knollmeyer discussed work on a new proposal to the MWFA for non-thermal treatment.  This
was a result of the Western Governor Association’s pressure on DOE and the proposal requires
extensive stakeholder and tribal involvement in the process.  There is $3 million available to
demonstrate a non-thermal treatment system by the end of 1997.  Pete hopes to use the new Hanford
Deployment Center to streamline the process if we get the funding.  Pete is working to get approval
from the HAB, EPA, Ecology, Tribes, the STCG, etc.  EM-50 (the MWFA) would provide $3 million
to work with vendors while EM-30 would provide the management costs to run the project.  Walt



Josephson stated that he is examining the MW database to determine which wastes can be treated under
the very restrictive terms in the RFP.  After a first pass through the database only 40 to 50 drums of
organic sludges and organic absorbed liquids were identified as possible waste for treatment.  Walt will
continue this effort tomorrow.  The T-Plant grounds could be used on-site for this effort as it is already
a permitted area.  Pete is trying to get an extension on the submittal date.  Assignments were made to
get this proposal out.

Pete Knollmeyer briefed the subgroup on the recent increasing activities in the MW area.  This is in part
due to Al Alms’ 10-year plan to have all MW treated by 2006.  Various contractors and national labs
are forming initiatives to aid in this effort.  Shannon Saget reported on the results of a video conference
she had with the MWFA on the FY97 budget.  Of the $57 million total budget in FY97, $41.3 million
is for mortgages or to continue work already underway.  The quick-win $2.5 million is considered in
this mortgage total.  There is $3 million for the non-thermal treatment project and $3 million for waste
form work that have new starts in FY97.  Out of the total budget, $11.3 million will be held until
January in case of budget cuts and continuing resolutions.  Shannon will get the budget breakdown for
the MWFA for FY97 and send to all subgroup members.

The next MW Subgroup meeting will be August 8 at 1:30pm.


